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BACKGROUND 
 
While inspections fees are reviewed on an annual basis during the budget process, it has been 
more than seven years since they were last adjusted. Due to increased operating expenses over 
the past seven (7) years I am proposing fee adjustments, seeking the authorization to update the 
cost per square foot construction table and proposing to establish fees for Wind Turbines as 
allowed under the provisions of the Stille-DeRossett-Hale Single State Construction Code Act, 
PA 230 of 1972.  
 
As well, authorization is needed according to the Isabella County State Construction Code Act 
Ordinance #06-01. Section (3) FEES. Section (3) of the Ordinance reads as follows: 
 
“Pursuant to Section 22 (1), of 1972 PA 230, the Isabella County Board of Commissioners shall 
establish reasonable fees to be charged for acts and services performed by the enforcing agency. 
The fees shall be intended to bear a reasonable relation to costs of the acts and services. The fees 
collected by the enforcing agency shall only be used for the operation of the enforcing agency 
and shall not be used for any other purpose.” 
 
The proposed fee adjustments are as follows: 
 

1. Adjust the administration fee by increasing it $5.00 per application; and 
 

2. Adjust the per inspection fee by increasing $5.00 per inspection; and 
 

3. Utilize the updated State Department of Licensing and Regulatory Affairs Cost per 
Square Foot Construction Table, as amended (attached) for calculating construction 
values; and 
 

4. Establish a fee for Utility Grid Wind Energy Conservation Systems (Wind Turbines) of 
$10.00 per lineal foot from grade to the Hub of the Turbine plus necessary costs in the 
form of an escrow fee for third party technical review to be established at time of 



application; and  
 

5. Establish a soil erosion and sedimentation control fee for Utility Grid Wind Energy 
Conservation Systems (Wind Turbines) of $500.00 per turbine and $50.00 per ½ mile of 
collection lines.  

 
The administrative fee ($12.00 per application) which was established in 2007 would generate an 
additional estimated $8,250 annually if increased by $5.00 per application. Approximately 
$2,750.00 in FY17.  
 
The per inspection fee ($50.00) which was increased from $46.00 in FY07 to $50.00 in FY10 
would generate an estimated $12,500 annually if increased by $5.00 per application. 
Approximately $4,150.00 in FY17. 
 
The utilization of the updated Cost per Square Foot Construction Table will bring construction 
values in line with current cost values when calculating fees for new construction. This update 
would generate an estimated $7,500 in additional revenue annually. Approximately $2,500 in 
FY17.  
 
The fees for Utility Grid Wind Turbines would establish fees in the event that we receive 
application for Turbines. The fee schedule is in line with the fees established for the Wind Farm 
Project in Gratiot County and appears to cover costs for services including soil erosion and 
sedimentation control under Part 91 of the Natural Resources and Environmental Protection Act. 
 
The total estimated increase in revenue annually would be of $28,250. The Utility Grid Wind 
Energy Conservation Systems (Wind Turbines) will not create an estimated annual increase in 
revenue. It will be more of a one-time event or fee. 
 
ALTERNATIVES  
 
1. Approve the following proposed fee adjustments pursuant to PA 230 of 1972 and the 

Isabella County State Construction Code Ordinance, Ordinance #06-01: 
 

• Adjust the administration fee by increasing it $5.00 per application from $12.00 to 
$17.00. 
 

• Adjust the per inspection fee by increasing it $5.00 per inspection from $50.00 to $55.00. 
 

• Implement the use of the updated State Cost per Square foot of Construction Table as 
amended. 
 

• Establish a fee for Utility Grid Wind Energy Conservation Systems (Wind Turbines) of 



$10.00 per lineal foot from grade to the Hub of the Turbine plus necessary costs in the 
form of an escrow fee for third party technical review to be established at time of 
application. 
 

• Establish a soil erosion and sedimentation control fee for Utility Grid Wind Energy 
Conservation Systems (Wind Turbines) of $500.00 per turbine and $50.00 per ½ mile of 
collection lines. 

 
2. Disapprove the proposed fee adjustments as presented.  
 
FINANCIAL IMPACT 
 
There is no direct effect on the County’s General Fund. However, the approval of the fee 
adjustments will bring the enforcing agency more in line with the reasonable fee for the services 
provided by the Inspections Division of the Community Development Department and directly 
affect the Building Inspections Fund. Net result in FY17 would be approximately $9,400.00. 
 
OTHER CONSIDERATIONS 
 
None. 
 
RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
1. Move to approve the proposed fee adjustment, authorize the update of the construction 

value table and establish a fee for Wind Turbines pursuant to PA 230 of 1972 and the 
Isabella County State Construction Code Ordinance, Ordinance #06-01, as follows: 
 

• Adjust the administration fee by increasing it $5.00 per application from $12.00 to 
$17.00. 
 

• Adjust the per inspection fee by increasing it $5.00 per inspection from $50.00 to $55.00. 
 

• Implement the use of the updated State Cost per Square foot of Construction Table as 
amended. 
 

• Establish a fee for Utility Grid Wind Energy Conservation Systems (Wind Turbines) of 
$10.00 per lineal foot from grade to the Hub of the Turbine plus necessary costs in the 
form of an escrow fee for third party technical review to be established at time of 
application. 
 

• Establish a soil erosion and sedimentation control fee for Utility Grid Wind Energy 
Conservation Systems (Wind Turbines) of $500.00 per turbine and $50.00 per ½ mile of 



collection lines. 
 
 Effective July 1, 2017
 
ATTACHMENTS 
 
Isabella County State Construction Code Act Ordinance # 06-01 
 
Current and New Proposed Cost per Square foot Construction Table 
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