
Isabella County Human Rights Committee 
Meeting Minutes 
 August 5, 2019 

 
Members Present Un/Excused Absences 
Laura Gonzales Sarjvit Chowdhary - Excused  
Cheryl Gonzalez - Vice Chair Amy Shawboose - Excused  
Dawn Jevicks  
Matt Mertz  
Alicia Paterni - Secretary  
Maureen Eke - Chair  
Steve Swaney - County Commissioner Liaison 

 
Guests 
Paul Lauria  
Jim Moreno, County Commissioner 
Erica Hopcraft  
 

1) Welcome: 
Chairperson Maureen Eke called the meeting to order at 5:22 p.m. 
 

2) Approval of Agenda:  
Steve Swaney asked if we could add a second public comment section 
after item 7.  Alicia Paterni asked if By-Laws update could be added or 
shift to next month.  Chair Maureen Eke stated we would move the 
By-Laws update to the September meeting due to time constraints. 
Chairperson Maureen Eke asked for a motion to accept the August 
meeting agenda as amended.  Matt Mertz proposed acceptance of the 
agenda as amended with Laura Gonzales seconding the motion. The 
motion passed with full support from the committee to approve the 
agenda.  
 

3) Approval of July 2019 Meeting Minutes: 
Approval of July 2019 meeting minutes were tabled until September due 
to time constraints.  



 
4) Public Comments: 

○ Paul Lauria, Mt Pleasant Director of Public Safety - No comment from Mr. 
Laura 

○ HRC member Matt Mertz asked Mr. Lauria to clarify marijuana laws in 
terms of being on campus at CMU. Mr. Lauria stated that it is against the 
law to possess any amount of marijuana on CMU campus, regardless if 
the individual is a student or a member of the general population 

  
5) Chair’s Reports:  

○ Budget - HRC’s budget has stayed the same as last year 
○ Report to the County Commissioners - Chairperson Maureen Eke will 

send the HRC report to the County Commissioners 
○ Fall activities update -  

i) “Let Peace Reign” clarification on where we will walk from the 
courthouse to the pavillion  

ii) Matt Mertz confirmed that IRide will be available for persons who 
are not able to walk to the pavilion.  

iii) Steve Swaney confirmed that the Mt. Pleasant Mayor will be a 
speaker at event 

iv) Dawn Jevicks confirmed 3 food trucks will be at the event 
v) Erica Hopcraft showed a draft of the postcard for the event.  Erica 

reviewed prices of supplies for the event, including tee shirts, 
postcards, flyers, and yard signs.  

(1) Chairperson Maureen Eke asked for a motion to approve no 
more than $1500.00 for postcards, tee shirts, flyers, and 
yard signs for the Let Peace Reign event.  Alicia Paterni 
proposed approval for no more than $1500.00 to be spent on 
printing costs for Let Peace Reign event in September. 
Dawn Jevicks seconded the motion, motion passed with full 
support from the HRC.  

○ Presentation at the ICCC - Chairperson Maureen Eke will send info to 
HRC members  

○ Strategic goals/plan retreat meeting space - Retreat will be 
rescheduled for October 

 
6) Subcommittee Updates: 



○ Community Education - Laura Gonzales reported she will send out a 
meeting request to all to determine when the next meeting will be 
scheduled.  

○ Law Enforcement - Maureen Eke will schedule an online meeting soon 
○ Disability - Alicia Paterni stated she will send out a meeting request  

 
7) New Business / Second Public Comment  

○ Racial Incident Complaint - County Commissioner District 5 Jim Moreno 
i) Mr. Moreno has been an elected official for 18 years serving his 

community in a multitude of capacities within Michigan. 
ii) Mr. Moreno has been a county commissioner for 12 years serving 

on committees that include: Environmental, Health and Human 
Services, Indigent People Defense. 

iii) Mr. Moreno is frustrated with the mileage reimbursement policy of 
the County Commissioners that was changed two years ago.  Mr. 
Moreno spoke with fellow County Commissioner Chairperson Jim 
Horton who told Mr. Moreno that if he got the support of other 
county commissioners to change the mileage reimbursement policy 
that he, Mr. Horton, would look at changing the policy.  However, 
when Mr. Moreno took this concern to the finance committee, Mr. 
Moreno reported that County Commissioner Jim Horton started 
verbally attacking Mr. Moreno about taking mileage reimbursement. 
Mr. Moreno then stated that Mr. Horton told to Mr. Moreno to “sit 
down and go home”.  Mr. Moreno was offended at this statement 
and feels that other county commissioners are not treated this way. 
Mr. Moreno stated that he felt he was racially discriminated against. 

iv) Mr. Moreno continued explaining that other county commissioners 
are given the opportunity to go to other networking/county 
conferences within Michigan, however, Mr. Moreno has been 
denied this opportunity twice now.  

v) HRC committee member, Steve Swaney, also a county 
commissioner, stated that two out of three people were chosen for 
a specific county commissioner conference, Mr. Moreno being the 
third person who was not chosen to attend.  Mr. Swaney noted that 
there was no explanation during the county commissioner meeting 
on how the two individuals were chosen.  Mr. Moreno points to this 
example of how he is being discriminated against by Chairperson 
Mr. Horton 



vi) HRC member Laura Gonzales asked Mr. Moreno what he is 
looking for the HRC to do in regards to his complaint.  Mr. Moreno 
stated that he would first like an apology from Mr. Horton for the 
way he was treated, and secondly, to investigate if there is racial 
discrimination found within his complaint against County 
Commissioner Horton. 

vii) HRC member Alicia Paterni asked Mr. Moreno to explain why he 
felt this was racially motivated.  Mr. Moreno stated that he felt like 
this was a racist act against him, but he can’t say for sure this was 
racially motivated.  Mr. Moreno then pointed out that there is only 
one person of color currently serving as a county commissioner, 
and Mr. Moreno stated that he does not want democracy to be 
controlled by rich caucasion people.  

viii) Chairperson Maureen Eke thanked Mr. Moreno for his time and 
stated that the HRC will follow our charge and investigate the 
incident report, however, it may take some time to look into 
thoroughly.  

ix) Steve Sheridan praised Mr. Moreno for having the courage to file 
this complaint and bring light to possible discrimination within the 
county commissioners. 

x) Mr. Alberto Flores, President, LLEAD (Latinx Leaders for the 
Enhancement of Advocacy and Development), an advocacy group 
for Latino Americans, spoke on behalf of Mr. Moreno, who is also 
Latino, and commended him for taking a stand against racial 
discrimination within county governmemt. 

xi) HRC member Matt Mertz also commended Mr. Moreno for all the 
hard work he does as a county commissioner stating “Mr. Moreno 
works too hard; he works as a county commissioner as a full time 
job and normally that would be applauded”. 
 

8) Announcement:  
○ HRC member Laura Gonzales stated that the Isabella County 

Commission will meet on Tuesday, August 6, to consider a resolution to 
support the expansion of the Elliott-Larsen Civil Rights Act to include 
sexual orientation and gender identity protections.   

 
9) Adjournment: 



○ Chairperson Maureen Eke asked for a motion to adjourn.  Matt Mertz 
proposed a motion to adjourn the meeting, with Steve Swaney seconding 
the motion.  Motion passed unanimously. The HRC adjourned at 7:07 p.m. 

 
10) Next Meeting 

○ September 2, 2019 at the Isabella County Courthouse, Room 225, 5:15 
p.m. 

 


