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Introduction 
 

Wise Township is a rural community located in the northeast corner of Isabella County just 

southeast of the City of Clare.  The township is bordered by Sheridan Township in Clare 

County to the north, Warren Township in Midland County to the east, Denver Township 

to the south and Vernon Township to the west in Isabella County.  The Wise Township 

Planning Commission has prepared this Master Plan under the authority of the Michigan 

Planning Enabling Act 33 of 2008, as amended. 

 

The township is 36 square miles in area with a population of approximately 1,303 people.  

The Village of Loomis, an unincorporated community, is located in the township at the 

junction of Pere Marquette Road and Loomis Road.  The township topography is relatively 

flat, and the landscape is over 90% forests and farms. 

 

Employment opportunities and commercial areas are nearby in Clare just three miles up 

Pere Marquette Road and about ten miles from both Mt. Pleasant and Midland to the South 

and East.  These urban areas provide Wise residents opportunities for work, shopping, 

entertainment, and education through their numerous colleges and universities, and other 

amenities while they are able to enjoy the peace and quiet of the countryside and the 

availability of outdoor activities year-round. 
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Vision  
 

Wise Township will be a safe, attractive, and healthy community in which people can live, 

work, and play.  We want to maintain the health, welfare, and safety of the Wise Township 

residents by preserving and protecting our rural character, our unique heritage, and our 

natural environment. 

 

The people of Wise Township see their community slowly growing in population with 

additional single-family homes and local businesses with a network of excellent roads 

providing safe and reliable transportation within the township and to surrounding 

destinations.  This master plan sets out the means and direction to accomplish this vision. 
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A. Regional History 
 

There is evidence of mankind being in 

Isabella County 11,000 – 13,000 years ago.  

Salt springs seem to have been the 

attraction then and later to the Chippewa 

Indians who used the Chippewa River, the 

Tobacco River and the Big and Little Salt, 

and other rivers to travel the area before and 

after Europeans arrived. 

 

The earliest Europeans were traders, 

clergy, and soldiers.  After the first 

permanent settlements in America 

(1600’s), Europeans, by benefit of guns, 

diseases, whiskey, a culture of invention 

and development, and sheer numbers, came 

to dominate Mid-Michigan.  The heavy 

influx of settlers began after the Erie Canal 

opened in 1825 making migration by the 

Great Lakes as easy, or easier than, the 

Ohio River route which had led to the 

settlement of the lower Midwest much 

sooner than Michigan.  This new 

immigration from the northeast is evident 

by the numbers of New Englanders and 

New Yorkers who were the early settlers of 

the area. 

 

In 1859 the Michigan State Legislature 

authorized the organization of Isabella 

County, just in time for the timber boom 

which was to last through the last half of the 

nineteenth century.  The Saginaw Bay 

watershed includes approximately 895 

miles of rivers which were used to float 

 
1 These quotes and most of the information for this 

section of the Master Plan were taken from Salt of 

the Earth by Dorothy Langdon Yates, published in 

“white gold” (white pine logs) to sawmills 

in Saginaw, where they were converted to 

lumber and shipped on to the burgeoning 

East and Midwest.  From 1851 to 1897, the 

last big year of this boom, the Saginaw 

River floated 25 billion board feet of 

lumber in pine logs, enough to build one 

million medium-sized homes.  Michigan’s 

green rush was worth a billion dollars more 

than California’s gold rush.1   

 

 
Saginaw Treaty of 1819 

 

During this time, the Tittabawassee Boom 

Company and the companies cutting the 

timber employed over 4,000 men and had 

as many as 130 miles of floating logs 

through Isabella County to Saginaw.  

Waste wood was used to vaporize water 

from brine wells into salt as Michigan 

supplied half the nation’s salt during the 

1987 by the Isabella County Historical Society of 

The Isabella Center for the Arts, Inc. 

SECTION TWO 

BACKGROUND 
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lumbering era.  As the timber was cut, 

agriculture and other enterprises began in 

earnest.  It is claimed as much timber was 

burned by settlers as was cleared by 

lumbermen. 

 

The Graduation Act of 1854, the 

Homestead Act of 1862, and the new 

railroads (which usually received six miles 

of land on either side of their tracks as an 

incentive to construct the railroad systems) 

conjoined to bring waves of would-be 

farmers into the region. 

 

Along with the lumber boom, the 

construction of the Flint and Pere 

Marquette Railroad was the key that 

unlocked Central Michigan and helped to 

bring the early settlers to Wise Township.  

Flint and Pere Marquette Railroad 

promoters even maintained an agent in 

Germany to promote land sales. 

 

Other early businesses that came to the area 

were blacksmith shops, coal kilns, and tile 

yards along the railroad.  Trappers and 

hunters came to the area to take advantage 

of the wild animals, such as the bears, 

wolves, lynx, bobcats, deer, beavers, 

muskrats, and mink which provided food 

and a profitable fur trade. 

 

Un-farmable, cut-over lands went 

ultimately into tree farms.  Christmas trees, 

hunting and fishing businesses, or back to 

the State for non-payment of taxes.  A 

number of thriving timber towns became 

ghost towns in Isabella County. 

 

The new settlers burned existing 

woodlands, used giant tripods and pulleys 

with horse teams to pull the huge white pine 

stumps, and sent hogs into the remaining 

woodlots to clear the rattlesnakes.  With the 

invention of the steel plow (1830), the 

reaper (1834), and the tractor (1920), 

agriculture became the dominant land use 

in Isabella County and the whole region.  

Various crops have predominated over the 

years from wild cranberries harvested by 

the Chippewa Indians through the mid-

1800’s to chicory in the 1910’s.  Dry beans 

were introduced after the Civil War and 

sugar beets in the 1890’s.  Corn, and 

soybeans, as their productivity increased, 

became major crops in the twentieth 

century. 

 

The last major event in the area’s 

development was the discovery of 

petroleum oil in the twentieth century. 

Since the late 1920’s, Mt. Pleasant and 

Isabella County have been the center for the 

Michigan oil industry.  This production 

added to the area’s wealth and further 

urbanization. Large severance taxes went to 

local communities and the state.  The map 

on page 2-1 shows in color the area ceded 

to the United States including, Isabella 

County, by various tribes in central lower 

Michigan (mainly the Chippewa Indians) 

by the Saginaw Treaty of 1819.  This base 

map was in general use throughout the 

nineteenth century. 

 

The Village of Loomis within the 

township was established in 1871 as a 

lumbering and sawmill town. Nearly 400 

lots were platted in 35 blocks in the 

village. The village, a once booming 

lumber town, gradually declined after the 

forests had been cleared. Loomis is not 

incorporated but has a small number of 

homes and businesses. 
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A Colorful History of Loomis 
As compiled by Donna Hoff-Grambau on the 

MIGEnWeb Site for Isabella County 

www.rootsweb.com/~miisabel/isabella.html 

 

Laid out by Erastus G. Loomis, George W. 

Wise and E.F. Gould on November 21, 

1871, on section 9 and on section 10 of 

Wise Township, Isabella County 16 miles 

north of Mt. Pleasant, there were platted 

three hundred and ninety one lots, in thirty 

five blocks. According to Isaac Fancher, 

the village thrived for some time and 

became quite notorious as the toughest 

place in the county. It was at first a 

lumbering and sawmill town. In the early 

days of the town, it was made up largely of 

lumber laborers, many of whom were 

reckless and disposed to drink and carouse, 

spending all of their earnings in the saloons. 

Very soon after the mill was established, a 

man named Cady opened a saloon, which 

was soon followed by one Long Tom (Tom 

Lommison) with another and proved to be 

the roughest kind of place. This man dealt 

out death and destruction in unstinted 

quantities to all that called. It soon became 

a menace to all good government, as well 

as to the safety and good order of the 

community. For all that, the place grew to 

be quite a village until the lumbering 

ceased and the town was forced to depend 

upon its agricultural resources and then 

being new and but little land cleared, there 

was not much to support a village and as the 

mill was closed the laborer sought work in 

other places. The hotel and boarding-house 

closed for want of patronage.  

 

According to R.L. Dodge, Loomis was first 

named “Butchel”. The area was first settled 

in 1870 and had a hemlock extract factory, 

two shingle mills and a sawmill at it’s 

height. There were 350 people in 1877. 

Seth Bowdish was postmaster. There were 

also several general stores, two saloons, a 

meat market and two hotels. 

 

Dodge interviewed Phil Worden (aged 87 

in 1955) who told him that 700-800 people 

lived in the area of the village during the 

late 1869’s during the building of the 

railroad. 

 

Worden also indicated that a fellow by the 

name of Sam Zeiter owned a combination 

saw and shingle mill and that he also owned 

a race track and race horses, the track being 

about 80 rods west of the main cross roads 

of the village. 

 

http://www.rootsweb.com/~miisabel/isabella.html
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1879 Plat of the Village of Loomis 
Source: Michigan Family History Network 
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1879 Plat of Wise Township 
Source: Michigan Family History Network 
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B. Geography 
 

Wise Township is in the northeast quadrant 

of Isabella County.  It is approximately 36.7 

square miles in territory with only a few small 

bodies of water and small creeks and streams 

within its boundaries.  The township is 

divided by the old Pere Marquette Railroad 

and US10 Corridor in the northern portion of 

the township.  This man-made division 

follows a naturally occurring ridge that 

crosses in an east-west direction. Generally 

speaking, the land is gently sloping to the east 

north of US-10 and to the south on the south 

side of this ridgeline.  Oil was discovered in 

Isabella County in the 1920’s and was found 

in what is known as the Wise Oil Field, 

mainly in sections 28 and 30 of the township.  

The Township still has several operating oil 

wells. 

 

Wise Township’s climate results from its 

location nearly in the center of the lower 

peninsula of Michigan.  Being away from 

moderating influences of the Great Lakes, 

temperatures vary more, and precipitation 

and snowfall are less than many other areas 

in Michigan.  The average growing season 

for the area is approximately 130 – 150 days 

and the average rainfall is approximately 30 

inches.  The mean daily maximum and 

minimum temperatures in January are 29°/F 

and 13°/F and in July 83°/F and 58°/F.  The 

average snowfall is 36 inches. 

 

Topography  

 

The terrain of Wise Township is generally 

flat, averaging around 720 feet above sea 

level.  The topography slopes mostly 

southward toward the Chippewa River. The 

highest elevations of the township are near 

Clare at the northwest corner with elevations 

at 850 feet.  The lowest elevations are near 

the southeast corner of the township at 

approximately 745 feet above sea level. 
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Geology 

 

Wise Township is considered part of the 

Saginaw Lake – Border Plain and is underlain 

by Pennsylvanian Bedrock.   

 

The quaternary geology of the township 

developed 10,000 to 12,000 years ago 

through continental glacial activity.  As the 

glaciers melted and retreated from the 

landscape, large amounts of sand, gravel, 

clay, and loam were deposited.  Massive 

glacial lakes formed at the front of the 

retreating glaciers.  Isabella County was 

covered by one of the large glacial lakes.  The 

glacial melt water streams deposited fine 

sands into shallow glacial lakes.  The sand 

channels are several miles wide in places, but 

the sand is generally only 5 to 10 feet thick.  

Wise Township is made up of primarily 

Lacustrine sand and gravel. 

 

The sub-surface geology of Wise Township 

is sedimentary bedrock that was laid down 

during the Pennsylvanian ages of the 

Paleozoic Era.  Bedrock is covered by glacial 

deposits and generally, depending upon the 

thickness of the glacial deposits, is located at 

depth from 40 to 300 feet below the surface.  

The bedrock was formed from ancient seas, 

which covered the area. The shallow marine 

seas deposited layers of silt, clay, sediments, 

marine animals, plants, coral, and other 

calcareous materials.  These deposits formed 

sandstone, shale, coal, and limestone 

bedrock. 

 

Most of Wise Township is underlain by Red 

Beds Bedrock.  Red Beds are sedimentary 

rocks, which typically consist of sandstone, 

siltstone, and shale that are predominantly 

red in color due to the presence of ferric 

oxides. Frequently, these red-colored 

sedimentary strata locally contain thin beds 

of conglomerate, marl, limestone, or some 

combination of these sedimentary rocks.  

 

Beneath the Pennsylvanian and 

Mississippian bedrock are extensive deposits 

of Devonian and Silurian shallow marine 

deposits, which yield brines and chemicals 

important to the chemical industries in 

Isabella and Midland counties.  

 

  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sedimentary_rocks
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sedimentary_rocks
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sandstone
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Siltstone
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Shale
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ferric_oxide
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ferric_oxide
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Conglomerate_(geology)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Marl
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Limestone
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Quaternary Geology Map 
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Soil Types  

 

Soil conditions help to define the land 

capacity to support certain types of land uses.  

Soils most suitable for development purposes 

are well-drained and are not subject to a high-

water table.  Adequate drainage is important 

to minimizing storm water impacts and the 

efficient operation of septic drain fields.  

Adequate depth to the water table is 

necessary to prevent groundwater 

contamination from septic systems.  A high-

water table also limits the construction of 

basements.  Though civil engineering 

techniques can be employed to improve 

drainage and maintain adequate separation 

from the water table, such techniques are 

expensive to construct and maintain. 

 

Soils play an important role in the food 

supply system.  The Natural Resource 

Conservation Service identifies soils that are 

well or uniquely suited to crop production.  

When making land use decisions, it is 

important to consider the value of certain 

soils for agriculture purposes.  Once land is 

converted from agricultural uses to urban 

uses, the soils are permanently altered and its 

utility for agriculture production is greatly 

diminished if not destroyed.  The agriculture 

industry is important to the local economy.  

Planners and public officials should consider 

any development proposal which threatens 

this non-renewable resource. 

 

 

Soils in the Township consist of various 

combinations of loam, sand, and some muck. 

The soils map follows.  With the exception of 

the northeast quadrant of the township, most 

of the soils of Wise Township are productive 

agricultural lands and can be utilized for 

residential and commercial development. 

While some of these soils are not ideal for  

development, each could support it if 

adequate drainage is provided. 
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LEGEND 

Perrinton-Ithaca Association: Nearly level to gently rolling, well drained and somewhat poorly 

drained loamy soils; on moraines and till plains 

 

Pipestone-Kingsville Association: Nearly level, somewhat poorly drained and poorly drained 

loamy soils; on glacial deltas, till plains, outwash plains, and beach ridges 

 

Londo-Parkhill-Wixom Association: Nearly level and undulating, somewhat poorly drained and 

poorly drained loamy and sandy soils; on till plains, outwash plains, and beach ridges 

 

Coloma-Pinnebog Association: Nearly level to hilly, somewhat excessively drained and poorly 

drained sandy and mucky soils; on outwash plains and in upland drains and depressions 

 

 

Soils Map 
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Map Unit Name  Acres 

Conover Loam, 0 to 3 percent slopes                           3,827.4 

Parkhill Loam, 0 to 1 percent slopes                           3,801.8 

Pipestone sand, Erie-Huron Lake Plan, 0 to 3 percent slopes                           3,729.4 

Selfridge Loamy Sand, 0 to 3 percent slopes                           2,130.4 

Kingsville Loamy Sand                           1,746.5 

Corunna Sandy Loam                           1,331.0 

Wheatley Loamy Sand                              857.9 

Ithaca Loam, 0 to 4 percent slopes                              809.1 

Belleville Loamy Sand                              595.6 

Plainfield Sand, 0 to 6 percent slopes                              573.7 

Onekama Loam, Saginaw Lobe, 2 to 6 percent slopes                              561.2 

Capac Loam, 0 to 4 percent slopes                              403.7 

Filer Loam, 2 to 6 percent slopes                              332.2 

Adrian Muck, 0 to 1 percent slopes                              316.3 

Spinks Sand, 0 to 6 percent slopes                              285.7 

Pinnebog Muck                              265.6 

Wasepi Loamy Sand, 0 to 3 percent slopes                              254.1 

Covert Sand, 0 to 4 percent slopes                              197.5 

Edwards Muck, 0 to 1 percent slopes                              191.1 

Coloma Sand, 0 to 6 percent slopes                              187.9 

Cohoctah Fine Sandy Loam, frequently flooded                              167.2 

Udipsamments, nearly level                              163.9 

Metamora Find Sandy Loam, 0 to 3 percent slopes                              139.5 

Metea Loamy Sand, 1 to 6 percent slopes                              138.7 
Cohoctah Fine Sandy Loam, occasionally flooded                              112.2 

Wise Township Primary Soil Types

 

Hydrology 

 

One of the most valuable natural resources in 

Wise Township is water.  Both groundwater 

and surface water are vital resources within 

the township.  Residents of the township 

must rely upon individual wells for drinking 

water. It is therefore important that all water 

resources be protected and managed in a 

manner which ensures their quality.   

 

 

 

 

Groundwater 

 

Important factors in the evaluation of 

groundwater are the quantity and quality of 

the water.  The geologic and hydrologic 

features of the township provide residents 

with sufficient water quantities.  Water 

availability will likely not limit growth.  

 

According to the Isabella County Health 

Department, in general, the deep sandy and 

sandy clay soils produce sufficient quantities 

of potable water.  Well-water tends to have 

higher concentrations of naturally occurring 
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iron and hardness.  There have been local 

water quality problems associated with oil 

and gas development.  High chlorides from 

brine spills can be found in the groundwater 

aquifers.  This problem can be addressed by 

drilling deeper wells and using a reverse 

osmosis filtering system, both of which add 

costs to residential development that is 

dependent upon private water wells.  

 

The vulnerability of drinking water aquifers 

to surface contamination is moderate to high 

in the township.  A review of the Aquifer 

Vulnerability to Surface Contamination in 

Michigan Map prepared by the Center for 

Remote Sensing and Department of 

Geography at Michigan State University 

shows a range vulnerability of highly 

permeable soils over highly sensitive drift 

lithology.  These areas consist of deep, sandy 

textured soils that offer little protection of 

groundwater from surface contaminants. 

 

The western third of the township is variable 

ranging from moderately and slowly 

permeable soils over highly sensitive drift 

lithology to highly permeable soils over least 

sensitive drift lithology.  Groundwater and 

potential contaminants do not move as 

quickly through these finer soils, sandy loam 

and sandy clay loam as they do through 

coarse sandy soils.  There also tends to be 

bands of clay and loamy materials in the 

subsurface that may offer some protection to 

the deeper groundwater aquifer.  Since these 

subsurface bands of clay and loam can be 

very localized in extent, there is no assurance 

the groundwater aquifers are protected from 

surface contamination. 

 

In conclusion, given the reliance of private 

individual wells for drinking water, 

protection of the high-quality groundwater 

aquifers is vital for sustained development in 

Wise Township.  Water quality is potentially 

more of a limiting factor than water supply.  

The combination of highly permeable soils, 

shallow wells, on-site septic systems, and 

dense residential development can result in 

high nitrate levels in drinking water. 

 

There are over 200 wells within the township 

and from the records available they appear to 

have an average depth of approximately 100 

feet.
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Water Wells Map  

(Current EGLE Data)

Surface Water 

 

The township is mostly located in the Salt 

River Watershed with surface waters flowing 

east in the northeast and southward 

everywhere else.  This watershed is within 

the Lake Huron Watershed and drains to the 

Saginaw Bay.  The North Branch of the Salt 

River in Wise Township converges with the 

South Branch of the Salt River East in 

Midland near North Bradley. 

 

 

 

There are four major drains in Wise 

Township generally running west to east to 

the North Branch of the Salt River – the 

Loomis, Laphere, McDonald & Sharps 

drains. 

 

The drains have been created by dredging and 

straightening existing creeks and digging 

drainage ditches through natural drainage   
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ways or low areas.  The purpose for creating 

county drains and private farm drains is to 

improve drainage by increasing the flow of 

water from the lands desired to be cultivated.  

Drainage tile systems have also been buried 

in some farm fields and connected to the 

drainage ditches to improve soil growing 

conditions. 

 
Wise Township Drainage Map 
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Saginaw Bay Watershed 

The map above shows the Saginaw Bay 

Watershed. The main watershed in Isabella 

County is the Chippewa River watershed. 

The Chippewa River flows west to east from 

beyond the Isabella County west boundary 

through the county and the City of Mt. 

Pleasant to the City of Midland where it 

joins the Pine and Tittabawassee rivers and 

flows on toward the Saginaw Bay. 

 

There are a few small ponds and lakes in 

Wise Township, along with several private, 

man-made ponds and floodings, including 

The Herrick Recreation Area.  The small 

ponds and lakes are likely from remnants of 

barrow pits from the construction of railroads 

and highways. 

 

According to The National Wetlands 

Inventory, nearly 5,000 acres of land in Wise 

Township are classified as wetlands.  These 

are shown in the wetlands map on the 

following page.  The green areas indicate 

wetland areas.  The bulk of the wetland areas 

within the township are located to the north 

and east of US-10, extending beyond the 

county lines into Clare, Gladwin and Midland 

Counties. 



20 | WISE TOWNSHIP MASTER PLAN 

 

 
 

National Wetland Inventory Map 
Source: U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
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Environmental Concerns 

There are a few underground storage tanks in 

Wise Township, primarily located on farms 

and near the Village of Loomis.  The 

Michigan Department of Environment, Great 

Lakes and Energy (EGLE), formerly the 

Michigan Department of 

EnvironmentalQuality (MDEQ) provides an 

interactive mapping system online to obtain 

further details about sites of environmental 

concern. The following map was created 

using that system. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Environmental Response Division (ERD) Sites Map 

 
 Storage Tanks 

 

 Environmental contamination or potential contamination
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Flora and Fauna 

 

Wise Township offers natural resources 

year-round that provide hunting, fishing, 

hiking, and other outdoor activities for 

residents and that attract visitors and new 

settlers to the township. 

 

Wise Township lies in the Temperate 

Deciduous Forest Biome of the Eastern 

United States.  It is a combination of many 

different natural communities.  

Communities are naturally occurring 

assemblages of plants and animals on the 

landscape that co-exist under the influence 

of soils, climate, hydrology, disturbance 

regime, intra-species association, and other 

factors.  Most of Wise Township has been 

altered from its natural conditions by 

logging, farming, streets and roads, 

utilities, drains, and more recently by 

expanding dwellings and other human uses.  

 

There are forested areas of northern 

hardwoods, primarily sugar maple, oak 

(sp.), aspen-white birch, basswood, 

American beech, jack pine, white pine, and 

red pine depending upon soils and 

hydrologic conditions.  

 

Lowland forest areas are mostly hemlock-

white pine with some black spruce, 

northern white cedar, white pine, balsam 

fir, eastern hemlock and black ash 

depending upon the acidity of the soils and 

the water conditions of the area.   

 

The kinds, abundance and diversity of 

wildlife are dependent upon the abundance 

and diversity (in some cases the absence of 

humans) of the vegetative habitats 

available to them within an area.  As stated, 

most of the naturally occurring vegetative 

habitats have been substantially changed so 

only animals that can cohabit with humans 

still exist.  Common mammals of this kind 

are raccoons, opossums, fox, skunks, 

squirrels, and deer.  Migratory birds still 

find farm ponds, woodlots, and state forests 

available.   

 

Wetland habitats support ducks, geese, 

grouse, herons, muskrat, mink, and in some 

cases beavers.  Open areas including farm 

fields attract pheasants, turkeys, quail, 

meadow larks, cottontail rabbits and foxes.  

The coyote population in Michigan has 

been expanding in range and abundance 

and sightings in urban and suburban areas 

are increasing according to the Michigan 

Department of Natural Resources. 
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C. Existing Land Cover & Uses 
 

Wise Township is located in the northeast 

quadrant of Isabella County in Mid-

Michigan. It has an area of approximately 

36 square miles and is mostly farmland 

with areas of deciduous woods, woody 

wetlands and shrublands.  A limited 

amount of commercial development is 

located in the village of Loomis and at the 

interchange of US10 in the center north of 

the township.  The uses include the Pere 

Marquette Market in Loomis.  At the US10 

interchange, there is a tavern, storage 

buildings, a gasoline station and a 

transportation handling and storage site.   

The township hall is also located in Loomis 

as is the Pere Marquette Rail Trail Loomis 

Trailhead.  The Pere Marquette Rail Trail 

parallels Pere Marquette Road and US10 

and crosses the township going from Clare 

to Midland. 

 

Almost 60% of the land in Wise Township 

is used for agriculture (about 13,000 acres) 

and roughly 35% is wooded (about 8,300 

acres).  Much of the forested land is in the 

lowlands of the northeast of the township, 

north of US10 and east of Loomis Road.  

But there are other large tracts of 

woodlands in Sections 15, 16, 19 and 23 of 

the township.  About 20% of the township 

is covered by forested wetlands. 

 

The remaining land in the township is 

mostly residential (4.7%) with only a few 

commercial and public or semipublic 

properties. Most residential uses have 

followed the roadways and are on small 

parcels or are part of farm properties. The 

public and semipublic uses of the township 

include the Herrick Recreation Area, the 

Pere Marquette Rail Trail, the cemetery and 

the township hall. 

 

There are a few businesses in the 

agricultural areas throughout the township, 

such as Hershburger’s Hardware and 

M&M Meat and Hog Wild a trucking 

company. There are many Amish families 

in the township and besides farming, their 

homesteads have home businesses, from 

sawmills to greenhouse operations. One 

newly established business is a fabric shop. 

 

Recently, as marijuana use laws in 

Michigan were enacted and the township 

promulgated its own regulations, growers, 

retail sellers, and related enterprises have 

started up in the township.  There are now 

seven companies with permits to operate 

located in five different sections of Wise 

Township. 

 

Development in the township has followed 

the main roads and future development will 

also be primarily limited to these areas.  

There are many parcels ten acres and larger 

that may continue to be used or developed 

for residences and recreation.  There is also 

the potential for commercial and industrial 

development given the township’s location 

and transportation assets.   
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Name & Location Size Status Number of Permits 

The Hempire Collective LLC 

10147 N. Loomis Rd. 

Clare, MI 48617 

Section 9 

20 acres 

Up & Running 

New 60’x100’ office 

under construction 

9 

Wise Guys Farms LLC 

8784 E. Pere Marquette Rd. 

Clare, MI 48617 

Section 9 

35 acres Under Construction 3 

Market 2 LLC 

Intersection of Wise & 

Stevenson Roads 

Section 22 

20 acres 

Under Construction  

Possibly open this 

Fall and grow next 

Spring 

1 

Millie Montana Industries LLC 

9684 N. Russell Rd. 

Clare, MI 48617 

Section 17 

130 acres 
Waiting for State 

Inspection  
20 

Kisa Coleman LLC 

11905 E. Pere Marquette Rd. 

Coleman, MI 48618 

Section 24 

17 acres No Action 1 

HGZ Group LLC 

9147 N. Chippewa Rd. 

Coleman, MI 48618 

Section 14 

31 acres Growing 3 

420 Medz LLC 

8505 E. County Line Rd. 

Coleman, MI 48618 

Section 24 

69 acres Ready to Plant 9 

Wise Township Marijuana Permit Holders 
Source: Wise Township Board 
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Existing Land Use Map 
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2016 Wise Township Plat Map 
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D. Transportation, Public 

Facilities, and Services 
 

Wise Township is situated between major 

trunk lines and interstate highways.  US-

127 runs north and south just to the west of 

the township and US-10 runs east and west 

through the township.  Pere Marquette 

Road, old US-10, parallels the new 

highway, and the old Pere Marquette 

Railroad, which runs along the road, has 

become the Pere Marquette Rail Trail. 

 

The township lies within a few minutes 

drive of two economic and cultural centers 

of central Michigan:  Clare and Mt. 

Pleasant.   Interstate highways make 

driving to the Tri-Cities or Lansing within 

the modern commuter’s range. 

 

Table 1 

Distances from Wise Township 

Destination Miles 

Mt. Pleasant 16 

Midland 29 

Bay City 47 

Clare 8 

Saginaw 59 

Detroit 157 

Lansing 86 

Grand Rapids 100 

Alma 30 
Source:  Google Maps 

 

The state and federal road system provides 

Wise Township residents with access to the 

recreational and vacation opportunities 

throughout northern Michigan and 

elsewhere in the United States.  This system 

also provides access for farmers, 

manufacturers, and other producers to 

market their products efficiently 

throughout the region.   

 

County Primary Roads in Wise Township 

are Pere Marquette Road, Coleman Road, 

Loomis Road, Vernon Road from 

Summerton to Leaton and Leoton Road 

north of Pere Marquette.  The only other 

paved road in the township is Leaton Road 

from Pere Marquette to Stevenson Lake 

and from Coleman Road to Vernon Road.  

The roads in the township are mostly in fair 

to good condition, but there are some bad 

roads due to high water tables and flooding.  

Primary and local roads are maintained by 

the Isabella County Road Commission. 

 

Table 2 

Wise Township Road Coverage 

Primary 22 miles 

Local 56 miles 
Source:  Isabella County Road Commission 

 

The I-Ride Public Transportation Service 

of Isabella County is a state and locally 

sponsored curb-to-curb public 

transportation service.  It provides  

transportation to all of Isabella County and 

offers transfer service to surrounding 

counties.  Isabella County has some routed 

busses in Mt. Pleasant and Union Township 

and offers Dial-a-Ride and shuttle services.  

Greyhound Bus Lines offer passenger and 

package services, and Indian Trails Charter 

Bus Services offers transportation services 

nearby in Mt. Pleasant and Clare. 

 

Both Clare and Mt. Pleasant have 

municipal airports.  The closest full-service 

airport is MBS international Airport in 

Saginaw County, approximately 40 

minutes from Wise Township. 

 

The Isabella County Road Commission has 

recently renovated the Battle Road Bridge 

near Loomis Road and the Loomis Road 

Bridge near Coleman Road.  The 
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Commission has also blacktopped Coleman 

Road from Summerton Road to Leaton 

Road.  The Road Commission plans to 

crack seal 35 miles of roads this year.  It 

will also cooperate with the township on 

graveling roads and doing chip and seal on 

many roads, providing a third of the costs.  

Federal monies can be provided up to 100% 

for major collectors. 

 

Wise Township is commencing the 

preparation of a five-year road plan that the 

County Road Commission says will enable 

them to plan to help the township to find the 

funds to implement the projects. 
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Wise Township Road Cover Map 
Source:  Isabella County Road Commission 

 

Pere-Marquette 
Rail-Trail 
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Wise Township Traffic Count Map 
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Community Facilities & Services 

 

The Wise Township Hall, located in 

Loomis, has a meeting area, offices and 

restrooms.  A small park with a playground 

is adjacent to the building.  The Township 

owns and maintains a four-acre cemetery 

just south of Loomis.  Wise Township also 

owns a closed landfill located on a 47 acre 

parcel at the corner of Summerton and 

Coleman roads.  The “dump” operated 

from 1933 until 1990. It was closed in 1990 

in accordance with Department of Natural 

Resources regulations. 

 

Police protection in the township is 

provided by the Isabella County Sheriff, the 

Saginaw Chippewa Indian Tribal Police 

and the Michigan State Police.  Fire 

protection in Wise Township is contracted 

to three different local fire departments: 

Northeast Isabella in Rosebush, Clare, and 

Coleman. 

 

Over six miles of the Pere Marquette Rail 

Trail are located in Wise Township.  This 

portion of the trail is owned and maintained 

by Isabella County.  The trail currently runs 

from Midland to Clare.  There are plans to 

extend the trail westward from Clare to 

Reed City and beyond.  The main staging 

area of the Isabella County portion of the 

trail is just west of Wise Township Hall.  

Parking and a restroom are available for 

trail users & visitors at the staging area. 

 

Two other Isabella County Parks are 

located in Wise Township.  The Herrick 

Recreation Area is a 113 acre park located 

just south of US-10 in the northwest corner 

of the Township.  The south section of the 

park has 73 campsites, 5 rustic cabins, a 

fishing pond, a sand volleyball court and a 

small playground.  The north section of the 

park offers more fishing, a playground area, 

two large picnic pavilions, sand volleyball 

courts, horseshoes, swimming and a large 

sandy swimming beach area.  It is 1/8 of a 

mile south of the Pere Marquette Rail Trail. 

 

The Lawrence McDonald Wildlife 

Sanctuary is an 11-acre wetland area in 

Section 9 of the Township.  The Pere 

Marquette Rail Trail, which runs along the 

northeast side of the sanctuary, provides a 

bridge from which to overlook this wetland 

area. 

 

Schools 

 

Children in Wise Township attend either 

Clare, Mt. Pleasant, or Coleman Schools.  

A school district map is shown on the 

following page. 

 

There are a number of higher education 

institutions near Wise Township.  Mid-

Michigan Community College is located 

near Harrison; Delta College is in Bay City, 

and Saginaw Valley State University is in 

Saginaw.  Central Michigan University is 

in Mt. Pleasant and Alma College is in 

Alma. 
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Wise Township School District Map 
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E. Demographic & Economic 

Profile 
 

Population, housing, and economic 

characteristics are essential components to 

consider in the development of any master 

plan.  An analysis of a community’s past, 

present, and future population and 

household characteristics provides a 

foundation upon which a major portion of a 

master plan is based.  While an evaluation 

of a community’s current characteristics 

provides insight to immediate needs and 

deficiencies, population projections 

provide a basis for determining future land 

use requirements, public facility needs, and 

essential services. 

 

A younger population may demand 

schools, active recreation opportunities, 

and low-density residential development, 

while an older population may require 

property maintenance assistance and higher 

density residential development.  Also, 

persons characterized as low income 

typically generate a higher demand for 

publicly provided facilities than persons in 

higher income categories who have access 

to private facilities.  As shown by these 

examples, analysis of a community’s 

demographic base is essential to the 

preparation of a community master plan. 

 

This section of the plan examines several 

elements which are central to 

understanding a community’s population, 

income, household, and industry and labor 

market. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Population 

 

The purpose of this profile is to document 

the characteristics of Wise Township’s 

population, identify historical patterns, and 

project future trends.  Where appropriate, 

the data in this chapter is compared to 

county demographics. 

 

Data in Table 3 indicates the population 

count for 2010 and 2019 and the rate of 

numeric change in population for Wise 

Township, surrounding communities, and 

Isabella County.    

 

Table 3 

Population  

 2010 2019 +/- 

Wise 

Township 
1,237 1,303 +1.1% 

Vernon 

Township 
1,478 1,420 -3.9% 

Isabella 

Township 
2,018 1,962 -2.8% 

Denver 

Township 
1,092 1,302 +19.2% 

Warren 

Township 
2,297 1,804 -21.5% 

Sheridan 

Township 
1,724 1,653 -4.1% 

Isabella 

County 
69,451 70,688 +1.8% 

Source:  2010 American Community Survey 

 2019 American Community Survey 
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Wise Township’s population remained 

about the same between 2010 and 2019.  Of 

the adjacent townships, Denver Township 

saw the only increase (+19.2%) in 

population.  The Warren Township 

population decreased by 21.5%.  Sheridan 

Township in Clare County decreased by 

4.1% during the same time period.  Isabella 

County had a very small increase in 

population of 1.8%. 

 

Table 4 

Population Projections 

 2020 2045 +/- 

Isabella 

County 
71,418 79,626 11.5% 

Source:  East Michigan Council of Governments 

 

Table 4 looks at population projections 

from 2020 to 2045 in Isabella County. 

According to these projections Isabella 

County is expected to increase in 

population over 11% from 2020 to 2045.  

The Planning Commission doubts this will 

happen. 

 

Age 

 

Table 5 describes the age distribution of 

township residents.  For the purpose of 

analysis, age levels are categorized 

according to life-cycle stages.   

 

Table 5 

Age Distribution 

 2010 2019 +/- 

Under 5 

years 
109 66 -39.4% 

5 to 19 

years 
232 227 -2.2% 

20 to 44 

years 
407 367 -9.8% 

45 to 64 

years 
337 383 +13.6% 

65 to 74 

years 
81 155 +91.4% 

75 years 

and over 
71 105 +47.9% 

Source:  2010 American Community Survey 

 2019 American Community Survey 

 

The largest age group in the township in 

2010 was the 20 to 44-year-old group.  In 

2019 the largest cohort was the 45 to 64-

year-old age group.  While all the younger 

age groups have decreased in numbers, all 

those over 44 years of age have increased.  

The population of the township, while still 

younger than many townships in the region, 

is obviously aging.  The average age in the 

township in 2019 was 43.7 years. 
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Table 6 

Average Household Size 

 2010 2019 

Wise Township 2.92 2.59 

Isabella County 2.66 2.61 

Michigan 2.62 2.56 
Source:  2010 American Community Survey 

 2019 American Community Survey 

 

Table 6 shows the average household size 

between 2010 and 2019.  The average 

household size in Wise Township 

decreased approximately 11% from 2010 to 

2019.  Isabella County and Michigan 

household sizes have also decreased 

slightly. 

 

Declining household size is a demographic 

trend related to changes in family 

composition.  Families are having fewer 

children.  Children aged 5 to 19 years 

decreased by 2.2% from 2010 to 2019, but 

children under 5 years declined almost 

40%.  An aging population has fewer or no 

children at home and single heads of 

households have also increased 

significantly in the recent decades. 

 

Income 

 

Wise Township’s median income in 2019 

was $48,618, 7.6% higher than Isabella 

County’s at $45,201 and 18.4% lower than 

Michigan’s at $59,584.  The U.S. median 

income in 2019 was $65,712. 

Table 7 

Household Income 

Income 2010 2019 +/- 

Total 

Households 
433 493 +13.9% 

Less than 

$10,000 
23 25 +8.7% 

$10,000 to 

$14,999 
11 13 +18.2% 

$15,000 to 

$24,999 
54 40 -11.1% 

$25,000 to 

$34,999 
60 51 -15.0% 

$35,000 to 

$49,999 
112 128 +14.3% 

$50,000 to 

$74,999 
97 106 +9.3% 

$75,000 to 

$99,999 
35 47 +34.3% 

$100,000 to 

$149,999 
35 47 +34.3% 

$150,000 or 

more 
6 36 +83.3% 

  Source:  2010 American Community Survey 

   2019 American Community Survey 

 

The makeup of household incomes 

changed significantly from 2010 to 2019.  

Lower income cohorts all increased; 

middle income groups decreased ; and all 

the higher income groups increased 

substantially. 
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Race and Ethnicity 

 

Data in Table 8 shows a comparison of the 

racial composition of Wise Township from 

2010 to 2019.  The township remains 

predominantly white with the number of 

single-race people decreasing and a marked 

increase in the number of mixed-race 

individuals. 

 

Table 8 

Race and Ethnicity 

 2010 2019 

One Race 1,231 1,290 

Two or More Races 6 13 

Caucasian 1,211 1,274 

African American 10 0 

American Indian 

and Alaska Native 
10 0 

Asian 0 0 

Some other Race 0 16 
Source:  2010 American Community Survey 

 2019 American Community Survey 

 

Educational Attainment 

 

Data in Table 9 compares the educational 

attainment of Wise Township from 2010 to 

2019.   

 

Between 2010 and 2019 the population 

over 18 years of age increased by about 100 

people or 11%.  The period saw some minor 

fluctuations in education levels, the largest 

being for residents with high school 

diplomas and residents with a bachelor’s 

degree or higher which increased by 31.8% 

and 20.5% respectively.  These upward 

trends appear to indicate the changing 

demographics in the township. 

 

 

 

 

Table 9 

Education 

Level 2010 2019 

Population Over 18 924 1,023 

Less than High 

School 
142 127 

High School 346 456 

Some / Associate 353 340 

Bachelor or Higher 83 100 
Source:  2010 American Community Survey 

 2019 American Community Survey 

 

Housing 

 

This section of the plan details the 

characteristics of Wise Township housing 

stock by structural type, occupancy, age, 

and value characteristics.  

 

Currently the housing in Wise Township 

consists of one-unit structures and mobile 

homes.  There are no multi-unit structures 

in the township and there have been no 

development proposals to the township for 

multi-family structures.  

 

Table 10 

Housing Occupancy 

 2010 2019 +/- 

Units 536 543 +1.3% 

Occupied 433 493 +13.9% 

Vacant 103 50 -51.5% 
Source:  2010 American Community Survey 

 2019 American Community Survey 

 

In 2019, over 90% of housing units were 

occupied, an increase of 10% from 2010, 

and vacant units decreased by 53 units, a 

drop of 51.5%.  Both are probably 

indications of the current real estate boom 

and the demand for farmland by the Amish 

community.  There now are very few 

homes or parcels available for sale in the 

township.  
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Table 11 

Age of Structures 

2014 or later 0 

2010 to 2013 0 

2000 to 2009 83 

1980 to 1999 175 

1960 to 1979 101 

1940 to 1959 71 

1939 or earlier 113 
Source:  2019 American Community Survey 

 

The preponderance of the 2019 township 

housing stock is 20 years or older.  Very 

few new housing structures have been 

constructed or installed in the township 

since the recession of 2008. 

 

Since 2015 there have been seven new 

homes built in Wise Township, three of 

those in 2020.  There have been five 

manufactured or mobile homes installed 

and seven significant additions to homes 

since 2015. 

 

Table 12 

Housing Value 

Less than $50,000 52 

$50,000 to $99,999 125 

$100,000 to $149,999 84 

$150,000 to $199,999 73 

$200,000 to $299,999 40 

$300,000 to $499,999 27 

$500,000 to $999,999 5 
Source:  2019 American Community Survey 

 

In 2019, just under half of the township’s 

owner-occupied houses were worth less 

than $100,000, with about 13% being worth 

less than $50,000.  Twenty percent of the 

owner-occupied homes were worth 

$100,000 to $150,000.  There were six 

homes reportedly worth $1,000,000 or 

more. 

 

Township Finances 

 

Wise Township had total revenues in 2020-

2021 of approximately $267,000.  This 

included $124,000 in State of Michigan 

revenue sharing.  The township often 

receives grants from the Saginaw 

Chippewa Indian Tribe.  It received $7,500 

for used tire collection and disposal, almost 

$86,000 for road improvements, $35,000 

for the Fire Fund and $3,000 for the 

Garbage and Rubbish Collection Fund in 

2020-2021.  A significant contribution to 

the township were marijuana permit fees – 

over $85,000 were received in 2020-2021.  

In addition, it received $28,001 from the 

Michigan Marijuana Commission Fund. 

 

Wise Township has a voted two mills for 

township road improvements that generates 

roughly $77,000 per hear and has a voted 

two mills for mosquito control.  The 

township assesses residents for fire 

suppression services from Coleman, Clare, 

and the Isabella Northeast District.  The 

township also assesses residents for 

garbage and rubbish collection.  Besides 

road improvements, the major expenditure 

of the township is for drains. 

 

Industry and Labor Market 

 

Neighboring Midland County is the home 

to one Fortune 500 company, The Dow 

Chemical Company, the second largest 

chemical company in the world.    In 

addition, there are many high-tech 

companies with their global headquarters in 

the area that manufacture products 

including chemicals, plastics, and 

pharmaceuticals.  

 

Isabella County is known as the oil capital 

of Michigan and has many companies that 

are involved in exploration and field 
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services.  The following table shows 

significant employers of Isabella County. 

 

Table 13 

Significant Employers 

Company Sector Employees 
Soaring 

Eagle Casino 

& Resort 

Gambling 5,001+ 

Central 

Michigan 

University 

Higher 

Education 
2,551 

McLaren 

Central 

Michigan 

Healthcare 703 

Delfield 

Company 

Advanced 

Manufacturing 
542 

McBride 

Quality Care 
Healthcare 500 

Morbark 
Advanced 

Manufacturing 
412 

STT Security 

& 

Investigations 

Professional 

Services 
400 

LaBelle 

Management 

Professional 

Services 
400 

Isabella Bank 
Professional 

Services 
375 

Source:  Eastern Michigan Council of Governments: 

Comprehensive Economic Development 

Strategy 

 

All of these companies provide 

employment for many Isabella County 

residents, including Wise Township.  The 

county often has one of the lowest 

unemployment rates in the state.  Even 

though the population over 16 years of age 

increased between 2010 and 2019, the 

number of this population in the labor force 

decreased by five. 

 

 

 

 

 

Table 14 

Labor Market 

 2010 2019 

Population over 16 947 1,041 

In Labor Force 560 555 

Employed 556 554 

Not Employed 56 7 

Armed Forces 10 1 
Source:  2010 American Community Survey 

 2019 American Community Survey 

 

The employment by industry is portrayed in 

Table 15. Major drops in employment 

occurred in Wholesale Trade, Information, 

and Arts and Entertainment with significant 

increases in Transportation, Warehousing, 

and Professionals. 

 

The mean commute time for Wise 

Township residents is twenty-five minutes 

which is on a par with state and national 

statistics. 
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Table 15 

Employment by Industry 

Industry 2010 2019 +/- 
Employed 

population 16 and 

over 

528 565 +7.0% 

Agriculture, 

Forestry, Fishing, 

Hunting, and 

Mining 

26 38 +46.2% 

Construction 50 82 +64.0% 

Manufacturing 77 105 +36.4% 

Wholesale Trade 15 0 -100% 

Retail Trade 45 37 -17.8% 

Transportation, 

Warehousing, and 

Utilities 

14 44 +214% 

Information 6 0 -100% 

Finance, 

Insurance, Real 

Estate, Renting, 

and Leasing 

18 11 -38.9% 

Professional 10 34 +240% 

Educational 124 109 -12.1% 

Arts, 

Entertainment, 

Recreation, 

Accommodation, 

and Food 

Services 

100 58 -42% 

Public 

Administration 
12 14 +16.7% 

Other Services 31 33 +6.5% 
Source:  2010 American Community Survey 

 2019 American Community Survey 

.
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SECTION THREE
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A. Analysis & Discussion of 

Findings 
 

The East Michigan Council of 

Governments completed a Regional 

Prosperity Strategy in 2014 designed to 

improve the regional economy.  They 

found that assets and opportunities 

outweigh the challenges and risks in East 

Central Michigan. 

 

The responses proposed in the strategy 

are relevant to Wise Township’s 

planning within the region: 

• Increase the number and quality of 

jobs 

• Raise per capita income levels 

• Strengthen the tax bases in the 

region’s communities 

• Grow the region’s population and 

housing stock 

• Expand the region’s entertainment 

and recreation offerings 

• Increase the amount of capital 

investment within the region 

• Improve the region’s perception 

statewide, nationally, 

internationally, and within the 

region 

 

The region has several large private 

employers that provide jobs within 

commuter distance – Dow Chemical, Dow 

Corning, Nexteer, Hemlock 

Semiconductor, Covenant, Mid-Michigan 

Medical Center, McLaren Central 

Michigan – and major investments and 

expansions – Nexteer, Suniva, Northern 

Logistics, Fabiano Brothers, Dow Corning, 

and Morley Companies. 

   

The fourteen-county region has a high 

percentage of adults without high school 

diplomas, middle-skills workforce gaps 

especially in skilled trades, low levels of 

interest from the younger generation, large 

group of Baby Boomers entering 

retirement, and a continued loss of young 

adults, especially college graduates. The 

region has a low cost of living and a 

relatively large population but has high 

levels of poverty. 

 

The East Michigan Council of 

Governments prepared another 

“Comprehensive Development Strategy” in 

2020 and concluded with much the same 

findings as above.  The Strategy Steering 

Committee identified employment clusters 

that could be of relative advantage in our 

region: 

 

• Automotive 

• Plastics 

• Agricultural Inputs and Services 

• Product Technology and Heavy 

Machinery 

• Metalworking Technology 

 

From this examination, talent demand 

indicators were put forth.  Among the high-

demand local skills identified were freight 

plus, cashiering, home health, care plans 

and banking.  High-demand local 

occupations included food preparation and 

serving workers, personal care aides, heavy 

and tractor-trailer truck drivers, cashiers, 

and medical assistants. 

 

As discussed earlier, given Wise 

Township’s location and accessibility to 

major highways, the availability of 

SECTION THREE 
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employment within acceptable commuting 

distances is a benefit for the township. 

 

Wise Township benefits from being near 

the cities of Clare and Mt. Pleasant and 

about within 20 miles of Midland.  These 

cities not only provide employment, but 

shopping, educational institutions, medical 

facilities, and entertainment for township 

residents.  Central Michigan University in 

Mt. Pleasant has over 20,000 students and 

has faculty and administration staff of 

roughly 2,500 people.  The Soaring Eagle 

Casino Resort, a major attraction and 

employer, is just a few miles south of the 

township and employs over 5,000 people. 

 

The township has been and continues to be 

an agricultural and a “bedroom” 

community that has had slow but stable 

population growth.  The population has 

been growing older with younger residents 

leaving the area and retirees moving in.  

Township household sizes have been 

decreasing while incomes have been 

increasing.   

 

The chief assets of Wise Township are the 

major trunk line US-10, which crosses the 

township from west to east and connects 

the township to major commercial and 

industrial centers, and its natural resources, 

including its rich agricultural lands.  

Recreational assets include the Pere 

Marquette Rail Trail and the Herrick 

Recreational Area. 

 

The Planning Commission wants to take 

advantage of these assets while maintaining 

the rural character and ambiance of the 

community.  It believes that commercial 

and manufacturing might be encouraged if 

the scale of future developments fit the 

community and they are situated properly 

within the township. 

 

As indicated earlier, Wise Township has 

enacted ordinances based upon the State of 

Michigan marijuana laws and it is 

permitting marijuana growing and selling 

within the township.  There appears to be 

considerable interest in setting up 

operations in the township and there is 

certainly land available that could be 

utilized for these purposes.  Permitting, tax 

revenues, and state tax sharing can produce 

substantial revenues for the township. 

 

Because of state mandates and the 

geography of Wise Township, the pressures 

to create electricity through windmills and 

solar farms may affect the township.  The 

high voltage electric transmission lines that 

pass through the township could supply the 

grid for surrounding large population 

centers. 

 

The Planning Commission reviewed the 

Wise Township 2003 “Community Input 

Survey” responses to see if they are still 

pertinent for the new master plan.  In large 

part the Commission agreed with the 

conclusions of the survey. 

 

The following are the general 

observations of the survey: 

 

• 75% of respondents were 45 and 

older 

• 78% of respondents lived in the 

township more than 10 years 

• 50% lived on a parcel of land 10 

acres or larger 

• Road conditions are better, traffic 

is worse 

• The township is fairly evenly 

divided regarding growth issues 
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• Residents feel strongly that 

woodlands and agricultural lands 

need to be preserved 

• Respondents want residents to take 

care of their properties 

• Poor roads and poorly maintained 

roads and ditches are still a 

problem in the township 

• People live in Wise Township for a 

quiet rural atmosphere 

• The Township needs to respect 

individual property rights 

• The Township should encourage 

growth around the village of 

Loomis – need for a gasoline 

service station (need fulfilled in 

2010). 
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B. Goals and Determinations 
 

Based upon the foregoing analysis, the 

Wise Township Planning Commission puts 

forth the following goals and actions for 

future land use planning: 

 

• Maintain Wise Township’s rural 

character 

• Provide for the development of 

appropriate commercial enterprises 

including marijuana growing and 

dispensing operations within the 

limits of the Wise Township 

marijuana ordinances 

• Develop public recreational assets 

for township residents and guests 

possibly utilizing the old dump site 

or by purchasing other property 

• Continue to improve the township’s 

infrastructure, including roads, 

bridges, and broadband internet 

capabilities. Prepare a five-year 

road improvements plan in 

cooperation with the Isabella 

County Road Commission and 

revise it annually. Cooperate with 

local and regional agencies working 

to improve internet capabilities 

• Maintain the quality and quantity of 

the township’s built environment by 

revising and enforcing its zoning 

and other ordinances 

• Investigate the possibility for 

developing senior housing in the 

township. 

• Continue direct communications 

with township citizens by 

newsletter and website to ensure 

consideration and actions on 

desired improvements and 

developments.
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C. Future Land Uses 
 

Growth and development within Wise 

Township shall be guided by the 

objectives of maintaining the township’s 

rural environment and the existing 

character of the township as well as 

fostering appropriate commercial and 

industrial enterprises.  Economic growth 

may be encouraged by allowing 

commercial development where 

appropriate, by permitting marijuana 

operations in suitable locations, and 

through home occupations.  With 

broadband technology, home businesses 

can easily exist within the rural 

landscape. 

 

The township’s existing agricultural 

areas can be maintained by managing 

residential development.  Intensive 

residential uses can be directed toward 

the Loomis area.  Commercial activities 

can also be steered toward Loomis but 

also toward the US10 exchanges and the 

connectors between them.  Single family 

residences will be encouraged throughout 

the township that are compatible with 

existing patterns of development in the 

township.  The forested areas in the 

northeast of the township will remain 

mostly undeveloped because of their 

high-water tables and other constraints. 

This will aid in conserving the natural 

undeveloped areas of the township. 

 

Section 24 of the township is within a half 

mile of the boundary of the City of 

Coleman where industrial development 

has been expanding in the west end of 

town.  There is also access here to the 

major highways of US10 & Coleman 

Road.  Providing an industrial district in 

this area of Wise Township will indicate 

the township’s encouragement of these 

uses in this area. 

 

Based upon these determinations, the 

following future land use districts are set 

forth: 

 

• Agriculture / Rural Residential 

• Forest / Rural Residential 

• Village Mixed Use 

• Highway Commercial 

• Industrial 

 

Agriculture / Rural Residential 

 

Most of the township shall fall within this 

district.  Lot sizes for residences of a 

minimum of one acre are set forth.  

Planned developments may be created in 

this district in accordance with state laws 

and zoning ordinance regulations. Home 

occupations that are compatible with the 

environment and character of 

surrounding area will be allowed.  Special 

uses, including various public and private 

institutional uses, including marijuana 

operations, are also to be allowed. 

 

Forest / Rural Residential 

 

This district is located north of Pere 

Marquette Road and East of Loomis 

Road.  Single family residences, with lot 

sizes of a minimum of one acre and 

limited special uses, including home 

occupations, are proposed land uses for 

this district. 

 

Village Mixed Use 

 

The intent of this district is to provide an 

area where traditional village-style 

development may occur with a mixture of   
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uses as villages have historically had.  

The district is centered around the 

existing village of Loomis.  Water, sewer 

and other infrastructure may be necessary 

for concentrated development. 

 

Highway Commercial 

 

Commercial development is set out for 

the two US10 interchange areas and 

along the connectors to them.  Uses and 

standards will allow for business 

operations typical at highway 

interchanges.  Lot sizes will be 

determined by the particular use and by 

the sewer and water requirements and the 

set-backs and other requirements in the 

zoning ordinance. 

 

Industrial 

 

The intent of this district would provide 

for intensive industrial and associated 

uses.  Lot sizes will be determined by 

particular uses.  Sewer and water 

requirements will need to be addressed 

based upon the uses proposed.
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RESOLUTION 


