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 October 10, 2024 

 

 

 

Mr. Ray Johnson 

Zoning Administrator 

Isabella County Planning Commission 

200 N. Main Street, Room 105 

Mt. Pleasant, Michigan, 48858 

 

Re: Special use permit request by Omar Byler   

 

Dear Mr. Johnson, 

 

As you know, this office represents Kathy Clouse who resides at 860 E. Denver Road, Rosebush, 

Michigan, 48878.  On October 10, 2024, the Planning Commission is scheduled to consider a 

request by Omar Byler for a special use permit to operate a a rural production and processing 

facility pursuant to Section 12.05(KK) of the Isabella County Zoning Ordinance on the real 

property located at 732 E. Denver Road, immediately to the west of Mrs. Clouse’s property.   

 

While Mrs. Clouse does not oppose Mr. Byler’s request, she has significant concerns about the 

negative effects of Mr. Byler’s business on her parcel and other neighbors.  Mr. Byler’s business 

has been in operation in violation of the Isabella County Zoning Ordinance for a considerable 

period, and Mr. Byler only seeks approval now because the County threatened enforcement.  It is 

important that the Planning Commission carefully consider this application, and impose 

reasonable conditions to ensure that Mr. Byler’s use does not disrupt the lawful neighboring 

residential uses already in existence.   

 

Mrs. Clouse has provided this office with pictures of Mr. Byler’s current operations at the 

property, taken in July (Exhibit 1), August (Exhibit 2), and October (Exhibit 3).  These pictures 

demonstrate that Mr. Byler is not in compliance with the requirements of the Zoning Ordinance 

at present.  In order for the Planning Commission to approve the requested special use permit, 

Mr. Byler must comply with the following requirements: 

 

1. The Ordinance requires visual screening along the property boundary between Mr. 

Byler’s property and neighboring properties used for residential purposes.  This visual 

screening must be either a 6 foot privacy fence or a 20 foot wide landscaped buffer at 
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least 6 feet in height.  Mr. Byler has erected a fence along the boundary, but that fence 

does not cover the entire boundary with Mrs. Clouse’s property.   

2. Further, Mr. Byler must keep his manufacturing and storage operations within his 

enclosed buildings.  At present, as demonstrated in the attached pictures, he is storing 

both his raw materials and stacks of his finished products outside of his enclosed 

buildings.  

 

3. He must provide visual screening for all exterior waste containers.  

 

4. Mr. Byler must have an approved waste disposal plan.  Part of his current waste disposal 

plan involves significant burning of processed wood, which exposes Mrs. Clouse’s 

property to significant smoke and fire risk.  Mr. Byler has built some sort of enclosure for 

burning, but the Planning Commission should inspect this facility thoroughly to 

determine whether it will address the smoke and fire hazard concerns.     

 

5. As shown in the attached pictures, Mr. Byler is currently using portable restrooms for his 

employees.  Mrs. Clouse requests that the Planning Commission require Mr. Byler to 

construct permanent sanitary facilities to accommodate his employees.   

 

Mr. Byler must not be permitted to enlarge the variance by expanding his production or storage 

facilities closer to the neighboring residential uses.  Finally, Mrs. Clouse is requesting that the 

Planning Commission consider conditions to mitigate the increased traffic, noise, and dust that 

Mr. Byler’s business causes on Denver Road.  This is a rural gravel road, and the heavy trucks 

delivering supplies to and picking up deliveries of his products from Mr. Byler’s business cause 

significant noise and dust and increase the level of maintenance required for this road.   

 

Thank you for your consideration.  As stated earlier, my client does not oppose Mr. Byler’s 

request, but has asked us to appear to ensure that the Planning Commission carefully considers 

the negative impacts of Mr. Byler’s operations on neighboring residential parcels, to request that 

the Planning Commission imposes reasonable conditions to alleviate those negative effects. 

 

      Kind Regards, 

 

      Andrew C. Thompson 
       

      Andrew C. Thompson 

      Attorney 

 

Enc. 

cc:  Client 
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The fence erected by Mr. Byler does not cover the entire property line with Ms. Clouse’s 

property.  The white post in the above picture denotes the southeast boundary of Mr. Byler’s 

property with Ms. Clouse’s property. 
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